[image: image2.jpg]VENTURING-BSA



2012 Council Standards of Venturing Excellence Award

Council Name __________________________________ No.  _______

The council completed all of the following during the 2012 calendar year:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Positive growth in year-end Venturing membership.
Members in 2012 
 Members in 2011 

· Positive growth in year-end Venturing crews.
Units in 2012 

 Units in 2011 


· The council has adopted the minimum structure outlined in the standard operating procedures released by the National Venturing Youth Cabinet on http://www.scouting.org/venturing or the equivalent as approved by your Scout Executive. (Please submit structure and procedures with this form if using another format than the recommended VOA).
· The council presented at least one youth council Venturing Leadership Award.

· At least one council wide Venturing event was planned and held by the council VOA.

· Substantial effort was made to recognize recipients of the highest level Venturing awards (Quest, TRUST, 

Ranger, Silver, and Quartermaster) and the Venturing Leadership Award.

· The Venturing Key 3 communicated at least six times during the year to discuss the progress of Venturing.

· The VOA President submitted a written/oral annual report to the Council Executive Board, personally if possible.

· The Council’s website & newsletter promoted Venturing training & activities, and a link to www.scouting.org/venturing and your region Venturing website. 
· The council VOA met at least four times during the calendar year at pre-arranged, published dates.

· A representative from the council participated in an area Venturing meeting and/or training (to include teleconferences). 
· The council VOA actively utilizes and administers one or more social networks (Facebook, Yahoo Group, blog, e-mail list, etc.) to communicate with Venturers and adult volunteers about announcements, activities, best practices, etc.  Social network(s) used by VOA: _____________________________________________________________

Additionally, the council completed at least five of the following during the 2012 calendar year:

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· Minimum of 4 council Venturing newsletters were issued or Venturing articles submitted to council’s newsletter.

· A council Venturing calendar was published to provide Venturers with information to actively plan for and participate in council and district meetings, activities, events, and programs.

· More youth earned the Quest, TRUST, Silver, Ranger or Quartermaster Awards than the previous year.

· There was a formal effort to encourage earning Venturing level religious emblems.

· Promote web-based Venturing specific Youth Protection Training to the districts and units.
· More adult Venturing leaders attended Powder Horn and/or Wood Badge than the prior year. 
Participants in 2012 _________ Participants in 2011 __________

· A representative attended a course director conference for Kodiak or Powder Horn.

· The Council hosted/conducted a Powder Horn or Kodiak, or other Venturing training/leadership courses. 
· More Venturing crews qualified for the bronze level or above of the 2012 Journey to Excellence Award than in 2011.
Journey to Excellence Crews in 2012 _________ Journey to Excellence Crews in 2011 __________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Reviewed and submitted by:

____________________________________________
____________________________________________
_____________________________________________

Council VOA President                            Council Venturing Volunteer Advisor
Council Scout Executive


Questions and Answers About the

 Council Standards of Venturing Excellence Award

Who completes the Council Standards of Venturing Excellence Award form and when?

The Council VOA leadership completes the form.  It is completed shortly after the end of the calendar year for which you are submitting for the award (example, for 2012, you should complete and mail the form no later than February 15, 2013). 

When will Councils earn the award?

When all of the requirements are completed, a council will be eligible to earn the award.  The Council Standards of Venturing Excellence Award is determined based on successfully achieving the 2012 criteria between January 1, 2012 and December 31, 2012.

How will Councils be recognized and when will the recognition items be available?

Recognition items will include a certificate (or appliqué if earned multiple years), recognition on the scouting.org/venturing website, and recognition at the National Venturing Reception at the BSA National Annual Meeting, 

What is a VOA?

The Venturing Officer Association is a youth run organization with elected or appointed officers.   The purpose of the VOA is to provide a communication forum for the Venturing crews in the council; model effective crew operations; provide a learning resource for youth and Scouters interested in learning about Venturing; promoting council-wide Venturing activities & opportunities; assisting with Venturing training; recruitment ideas; and developing new Venturing programs and activities.

Where is the Powder Horn and Wood Badge participation recorded?

Contact your council or area Training Chair. They have records that include your leaders that may have completed the courses. 

Where are the Venturing awards and recognitions recorded?

Check with your council’s Advancement Committee and/or Registrar to determine year-to-year comparisons.  Encourage all of your crews and ships to promptly record their awards and recognitions with the council so that accurate tracking is possible.

Who should fill out this form?

This form should be completed by the Council VOA President, Council Venturing Volunteer Advisor, and Scout Executive should complete and sign the form. If all the requirements are met, the award is earned and recognition will be given at the Venturing reception at the Boy Scouts of America National Annual Meeting.
What is the submission process?

Fill in the council information at the top of the form, mark the requirements that have been completed, secure the required signatures.  Mail the completed form to:

Mail/E-mail or Fax the completed form to:
Boy Scouts of America
Fax:
972.580.7892

Attn: Youth Development Team, SUM 209
email:
Angela.Elliott@Scouting.org
C/O: Angela Elliott 

PO Box 152079
Irving, TX  75015[image: image1.png]
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Qualified for 2012 Council Standards of Venturing Excellence: 	Yes ____ No ____    





__________________________________________________ 		_____________________


National Venturing Staff Advisor					Date








